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C05728068 Handwritten | 2 Undated Department of State (“DOS”) Denied in | (b)(5),
C05727375 Notes 1 employee Full Deliberative
(“DIF”) Process
Privilege
(“DPP”)

DESCRIPTION: These documents consist of handwritten notes by the Embassy Tel Aviv Division Chief for the Consular Section,
American Citizens Services (“ACS”), regarding the personal effects of flotilla passengers. The Department withheld these documents
in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. Release of the withheld
information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision on how to locate and return the personal effects,
could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank exchange of ideas and recommendations that occur when Department
officials are formulating a strategy for official action. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible
government officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression
of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the
documents and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and
released.

C18750503 | Cable 2 05/25/2011 U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv/Department DIF (b)(1), 1.4(b)
C18750130 05/24/2011 and (d)

DESCRIPTION: These documents are two versions of a cable from Embassy Tel Aviv to the Department reporting on possible upcoming
flotillas and plans for dealing with future flotilla participants. Document C18750503 is an unnumbered draft of C18750130; the text of
the two cables is identical. The documents were originally and are currently classified SECRET, under E.O. 13,526, sections 1.4(b) and
(d), which pertain to foreign government information and foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States, including
confidential sources. The Department withheld these documents in full under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The ability to
obtain information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy.
Release of foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would
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cause foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges.
Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S.
foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of
common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious
damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the documents and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18750131 | Email 3 05/24-06/09/2011 | DOS officials DIF (b)(1), 1.4(b)
and (d);
(b)(S)

DESCRIPTION: This document in an intra-agency email exchange regarding a possible upcoming flotilla on the anniversary of the 2010
Gaza Flotilla. It was originally and is currently classified SECRET, No Foreign Dissemination (“NOFORN”), under E.O. 13,526, sections
1.4(b) and (d), which pertain to foreign government information and foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States,
including confidential sources. The Department withheld this document in full under FOIA Exemption 1,5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The
ability to obtain information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign
policy. Release of foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a
court, would cause foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such
interchanges. Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the
conduct of U.S. foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy
objectives of common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause
serious damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The
Department also withheld this document in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process
privilege. Release of this information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision on how the U.S.
Government should address future flotillas, could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas,
recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy for official action. Disclosure of this
information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs
by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action.
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The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt
information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18750125 Draft Cable |5 05/31/2010 Embassy Tel Aviv/DOS Released (b)(6)
(StateDeptl in Part
0890-94) (“RIP”)

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of a cable from the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv to the Department, discussing the Government of
Israel’s (“GOI”) response to the Gaza flotilla incident. This document was originally denied in full, but while preparing this Vaughn
index the Department found that further information may be released in this document and released it on October 17, 2016. The
Department released this in part, under FOIA Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6). The Department withheld the names and titles of the
Israeli officials who provided a briefing to the foreign ambassadors on the GOI’s interdiction of the Gaza flotilla, because release of this
information could subject the individuals to harassing inquiries and would shed no light on the conduct of U.S. Government business.
As a result, release of this information would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and is exempt from disclosure
under FOIA Exemption 6. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional
meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.
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C18749587 Draft Paper | 3 01/20/2011 Bureau of European Affairs DIF (b)(1), 1.4(b),
(d); (b)(5)
DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of a paper prepared by the Bureau of European Affairs (“EUR”) on Turkey-Israel bilateral
relations. The document was originally and is currently classified SECRET/NOFORN, under E.O. 13,526, sections 1.4(b) and (d), which
pertain to foreign government information and foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States, including confidential
sources. The Department withheld this document in full under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The ability to obtain
information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy. Release of
foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would cause
foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges.
Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S.
foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of
common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious
damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The Department also
withheld the draft paper in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The
withheld information reflects draft text, together with editing comments and suggested red-line edits. Release of this draft, which is
pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the paper, would reveal details of
Department official’s preliminary thoughts and ideas regarding what information to include in the paper, and could reasonably be
expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are
crafting a paper for Department principals. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department
officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of
recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the
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document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and
released.

C18749594 | Draft Paper | 4 05/18/2011 Bureau of European Affairs DIF (b)(1), 1.4(b),
(d); (b)(5)
DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of a paper prepared by the Bureau of European Affairs (“EUR”) on Turkey-Israel bilateral
relations. The document was originally and is currently classified SECRET/NOFORN, under E.O. 13,526, sections 1.4(b) and (d), which
pertain to foreign government information and foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States, including confidential
sources. The Department withheld this document in full under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The ability to obtain
information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy. Release of
foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would cause
foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges.
Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S.
foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of
common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious
damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The Department also
withheld the draft paper in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The
withheld information reflects draft text, including proposed red-line edits and editing comments. Release of this draft, which is pre-
decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the paper, would reveal details of Department
official’s preliminary thoughts and ideas regarding what information to include in the paper, and could reasonably be expected to chill
the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are crafting a paper for
Department principals. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate
and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and
judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined
that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.




Department of State Vaughn Index

Center for Constitutional Rights v. Department of State

(No.11-3533,S.D.N.Y.)

Doc. ID Doc Type No. Pages Date / Date Range Author(s) / Recipient(s) Review Exemptions
Result
C18749595 Draft Letter | 3 02/25/2011 Richard R. Verma/Darrell E. Essa DIF (b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft letter from the Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, Richard Verma, to the Chairman of
the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Darrell Issa, regarding the Mavi Marmara incident. The Department
withheld the draft letter in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The
withheld information reflects draft text, including proposed red-line edits. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and
deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the letter, would reveal details of Department official’s
preliminary thoughts and ideas regarding what information to include in the letter, and could reasonably be expected to chill the open
and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are drafting a letter for signature
by a senior Department official. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to
formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations
and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and
determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18749606 Draft 2 09/29/2010 Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, | DIF (b)(5) DPP
Talking and Labor
Points

DESCRIPTION: This document consists of draft talking points for U.S. Ambassador Donahoe regarding the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident.
The Department withheld the draft talking points in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative
process privilege to protect the official’s preliminary thoughts and opinions, the release of which could reasonably be expected to chill
the open and frank exchange of ideas and recommendations that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy related
to official action. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and
carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments
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regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is
no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18749608 Draft Info. 3 09/17/2010 DOS officials DIF (b)(5) DPP
Memo.

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft information memorandum from DRL employees to the Assistant Secretary for DRL, Michael
Posner, regarding Goldstone and Gaza flotilla issues. The Department withheld the draft memorandum in full under FOIA Exemption
5,5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and deliberative
with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the memorandum, would reveal details of Department official’s preliminary
thoughts and ideas regarding what information to include in the memorandum, and could reasonably be expected to chill the open
and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials formulating a strategy related to
official action. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry
out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments
regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is
no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18749624 Draft Press | 3 10/14/2010 Bureau of International Organizations | DIF (b)(5) DPP
C18749625 Guidance 2

DESCRIPTION: These documents are two versions of draft press guidance prepared by the Bureau of International Organizations (“10”)
regarding a complaint filed by Turkish lawyers with the International Criminal Court in connection with the 2010 Gaza flotilla. The
withheld information reflects draft text and document C18749625 contains proposed red-line edits. The Department withheld the
draft press guidance in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege, because
disclosure this information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative, would reveal the preliminary thoughts and opinions relating to a
draft statement regarding a sensitive matter, and could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank exchange of ideas and
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recommendations that occurs when Department officials are crafting press guidance. Disclosure of this information would also
impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid
internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18749682 Paper 3 Undated DOS DIF (b)(6)

DESCRIPTION: This document contains the names and other biographical information for of ten passengers who were aboard the MV
Rachael Corrie. The Department withheld this document in full, under FOIA Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), because release of this
information could subject the individuals to unsolicited attention and harassing inquiries and would shed no light on the conduct of
U.S. Government business. As a result, release of this information would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and
is exempt from disclosure under FOIA Exemption 6. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined
that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05577770 | Cable 8 04/05/2011 Department/Multiple U.S. Embassies | DIF (b)(1), 1.4(b),
and Consulates (d); (b)(5)
DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft cable from the Department to multiple U.S. Embassies and Consulates conveying a request for
a demarche and including talking points on the Free Gaza “Anniversary Flotilla.” Portions of the document were originally and are
currently classified SECRET, under E.O. 13,526, sections 1.4(b) and (d), which pertain to foreign government information and foreign
relations or foreign activities of the United States, including confidential sources. The Department withheld in part under FOIA
Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The ability to obtain information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and
successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy. Release of foreign government information provided in confidence, either
voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would cause foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing
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to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges. Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the
future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S. foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the
United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could
also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation
is important to U.S. national security. The Department also withheld the draft cable in full under FOIA Exemption 5,5 U.S.C. §
552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to
how to present the U.S. Government position on this flotilla, would reveal details of Department official’s preliminary thoughts and
ideas regarding what information to include in these materials, and could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank
expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating as strategy for official
action. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out
executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding
a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no
additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C0557774 Cable 11 07/18/2013 U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv/Department RIP (b)(1), 1.4(d)

DESCRIPTION: This document is a cable regarding US-Israeli relations. The document was originally and is currently classified
SECRET/NOFORN, under E.O. 13,526, section 1.4(d), which pertains to foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States, including
confidential sources. The Department withheld this document in part under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). Disclosure of this
information at this time could have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious damage to, our bilateral relationships with
countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security.

C05903760 | Draft 2 undated DOS officials DIF (b)(5) DPP
Statement
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DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of a statement to be given by Ambassador Donohoe for the Human Rights Council special
session on June 1, 2010, regarding the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident. The Department withheld the draft statement in full under FOIA
Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The withheld information reflects draft text,
together with extensive editing comments and suggested red-line edits. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and deliberative
with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the statement, would reveal preliminary thoughts and opinions regarding a
sensitive international incident and could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations,
and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy for official action. Disclosure of this information would
also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid
internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05903791 Draft 1 Undated DOS officials DIF (b)(5) DPP
Statement

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of a statement to be given before the United Nations Security Council by State Department
Officials, regarding the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident. The Department withheld the draft statement in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5
U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with
respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the statement, would reveal preliminary thoughts and opinions regarding a
sensitive international incident and could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations,
and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy for official action. Disclosure of this information would
also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid
internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released.

10
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C05903797
C05903806
C05903829
C05903833
C05903831
C05903836

Explanation
of Vote

NNNNRER -

Undated

DOS officials

DIF

(b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: These documents are multiple versions of a draft “Explanation of Vote” on the “The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces
Against the Humanitarian Boat Convoy.” Documents C05903797 and C05903806 are exact duplicates. The Department withheld the
drafts in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The withheld information
reflects draft text, including suggested red-line edits. Release of these drafts, which are pre-decisional and deliberative with respect
to a final decision regarding the contents of the Explanation, would reveal details of Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and
ideas and could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur
when Department officials are formulating a strategy for official action in response to a serious international event. Disclosure of this
information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs
by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action.
The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt
information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05903805

Draft
Statement

Undated

DOS officials

DIF

(b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft statement for use by the US Delegation in the Council Chamber on May 31, 2010, regarding
the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident. The Department withheld the draft text in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant
to the deliberative process privilege. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision
regarding the contents of the statement, would reveal details of Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas and could
reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department
officials are formulating a strategy for official action in response to a serious international event. Disclosure of this information would

11
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also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid
internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05903886 Draft 5 Undated DOS Office of the Legal Adviser DIF (b)(5) DPP
Options
Paper

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft options paper for an investigation of the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident. The Department withheld
the draft text in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process and attorney-client privileges.
Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the options
paper, would reveal details of Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas and could reasonably be expected to chill the open
and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy for
official action in response to a serious international event. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible
Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression
of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. Additionally, the documents have been withheld
pursuant to attorney-client privilege to protect communications between an attorney and his client for the purpose of seeking and/or
providing legal advice. These communications were intended to be kept confidential and that confidentiality has been maintained.
The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt
information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05905337 Draft Note 6 Undated Office of the Legal Adviser/Secretary | DIF (b)(5) DPP
of State
C05905338 Email 6 07/30/2010 DOS attorney/DOS officials

12
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DESCRIPTION: Document C05905337 is a draft “Note for the Secretary,” regarding the next steps on the investigation of the 2010
Gaza flotilla incident. Document C05905338 is an intra-agency email from a Department attorney to a DRL official, which is then
forwarded to the DRL Assistant Secretary, that includes a copy of the Note in the body of the email. The withheld information reflects
draft text, including suggested red-line edits. The Department withheld the draft texts in full under FOIA Exemption 5,5 U.S.C. §
552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process and attorney-client privileges. Release of this draft, which is pre-decisional and
deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding the possible U.S. and international responses to the Gaza flotilla incident to be
taken by the Department, would reveal details of Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas and could reasonably be
expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are
formulating a strategy for official action in response to a serious international event. Disclosure of this information would also impede
the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal
discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. Additionally, the
documents have been withheld pursuant to attorney-client privilege to protect communications between an attorney and his client
for the purpose of seeking and/or providing legal advice. These communications were intended to be kept confidential and that
confidentiality has been maintained. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no
additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05905392 Draft 1 Undated DOS DIF (b)(5) DPP
Resolution

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft “Resolution” for the U.N. Human Rights Council following up on the report of the
“Independent International Fact Finding Commission.” The Department withheld the draft text in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5
U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The withheld information reflects draft text, including suggested
red-line edits. Release of this draft Resolution, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding its
contents, would reveal details of Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas and could reasonably be expected to chill the
open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy
for official action in response to a serious international event. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of
responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and
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the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough
review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably
segregated and released.

C05904913

Paper

5

Undated

Sarah Johnston-Gardner/A/S Posner

DIF

(b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft call sheet for a conversation between DRL Assistant Secretary Posner and a foreign official.
The Department withheld the draft text in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process
privilege. The withheld information contains draft talking points, including suggested red-line edits, proposed for the for the Assistant
Secretary’s use during the call. Release of this information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative, could reasonably be expected to
chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a
strategy for official action. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to
formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations
and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and
determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05904928

Paper

42

Undated

Department of State

DIF

(b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of the Department of State 2010 Human Rights Report for Israel and the occupied territories.
The Department withheld the document in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process
privilege. Disclosure of this draft text, which is pre-decisional and deliberative, could reasonably be expected to chill the open and
frank exchange of ideas and recommendations that occurs when Department employees are crafting text intended for eventual
publication. Moreover, disclosure of this information could reasonably be expected to inhibit candid internal discussion, and the
expression of recommendations and judgment, with respect to the wording of Department publications prepared for senior
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Result

Department officials review. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and determined that there is no
additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C05904854 | Email 2 07/01-07/13/2011 | DOS officials DIF (b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is an intra-agency email exchange discussing a draft letter from the Secretary of State to Senator Patrick
Leahy responding to inquiries he made about Israel. The death of American citizen, Furkan Dogan, is mentioned in the email
exchange. The Department withheld the document in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative
process privilege. Release of this information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with respect to a final decision regarding how
to respond to Senator Leahy’s inquiry, would reveal details of Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas and could
reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department
officials are formulating an official response to a member of Congress. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of
responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and
the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough
review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably
segregated and released.
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C18750253 Email 1 05/27/2010 DOS officials DIF (b)(1),1.4

C18750255 1 05/27/2010 (b), (d)

C18750257 1 05/28/2010

C18750284 1 05/31/2010

C18750288 1 05/31/2010

C18750318 1 06/02/2010

C18750320 1 06/02/2010

C18750322 1 06/02/2010

C18750818 1 06/02/2010

DESCRIPTION: These nine documents are intra-agency emails transmitting information received from the Government of Israel
regarding the May 2010 Gaza flotilla incident. On February 13, 2013, in accordance with the requirements of Section 1.7(d) of E.O.
13,526, the Department classified as CONFIDENTIAL, under Sections 1.4(b) and (d) of E.O. 13,526, these documents that had originally
been UNCLASSIFIED. The Department withheld these documents in full under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The ability to
obtain information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy.
Release of foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would
cause foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges.
Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S.
foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of
common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious
damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the documents and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released.
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C18750303 Draft Cable |5 05/31/2010 U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv/Department DIF (b)(6) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft cable from Tel Aviv with the subject line “Gaza Flotilla Reaction Update,” detailing various
reactions in Israel to the Gaza flotilla incident. The Department withheld this document in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. §
552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. Release of this information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative with
respect to the contents of the cable, would reveal the details of Department employees’ preliminary thoughts and ideas and could
reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank exchange of ideas and recommendations that occurs when Department officials
are formulating a strategy for addressing a national security matter. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of
responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and
the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding preferred courses of action.

C18750305

Draft Press
Guidance

05/31/2010

NEA Public Affairs

DIF

(b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document contains talking points and press guidance prepared by the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs (“NEA”)
regarding the 2010 Gaza Flotilla. The Department withheld the document under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(5) pursuant to the

deliberative process privilege. Release of the withheld information, which is pre-decisional and deliberative regarding

communications with the media, could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank exchange of ideas and recommendations
that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy for official action. The Department conducted a thorough review of
the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated

and released.
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C18750345 Cable 3 08/10/2011 Department/U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv DIF (b)(5) DPP

C18750347 3 08/10/2011

C18750416 3 08/15/2011

DESCRIPTION: These document are three versions of a draft cable from the Department to the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv requesting
that the Embassy seek details surrounding the May 2010 Gaza flotilla incident, including the death of Furkan Dogan. The Department
withheld these documents in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The
withheld information reflects draft text and, for document C18750345, red-line edits. Release of these draft texts, which are pre-
decisional and deliberative, would reveal details of the Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas regarding what
information to include in the cable, and could reasonably be expected to chill the open and frank expression of ideas,
recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are formulating a strategy for addressing an international
incident. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to formulate and carry out
executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations and judgments regarding
a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the documents and determined that there is no
additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18750357 Email 1 06/10/2010 DOS employees DIF (b)(1),1.4
C18750358 | Email Attach | 27 06/10/2010 (b), (d)
C18750361 Email 1 06/14/2010

C18750362 Email Attach | 12 Undated

C18750368 Email 1 07/15/2010

C18750369 Email Attach | 5 07/14/2010

DESCRIPTION: These documents are intra-agency emails with an attachment transmitting information received from the Government
of Israel regarding the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident. On February 14, 2013, in accordance with the requirements of Section 1.7(d) of E.O.
13,526, the Department classified as CONFIDENTIAL, under Sections 1.4(b) and (d) of E.O. 13,526, these documents that had originally
been UNCLASSIFIED. The Department withheld these documents in full under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1). The ability to
obtain information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy.
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Release of foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would
cause foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges.
Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S.
foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of
common interest. Disclosure of this information at this time could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious
damage to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The Department
conducted a thorough review of the documents and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that
may be reasonably segregated and released. t

C18750371 Dip. Note 2 09/15/2010 Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs DIF (b)(1),1.4
(“MFA”)/U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv (b), (d)

DESCRIPTION: This document is a Diplomatic Note from the Government of Israel, regarding the return of the personal effects of
persons who were on board the flotilla to Gaza. On February 14, 2013, in accordance with the requirements of Section 1.7(d) of E.O.
13,526, the Department classified this document as CONFIDENTIAL, under Sections 1.4(b) and (d) of E.O. 13,526. The Department
withheld this document in full under FOIA Exemption 1, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1), pursuant to E.O. 13,526 sections 1.4(b) and (d), which
pertain to foreign government information and foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States. The ability to obtain
information from foreign governments is essential to the formulation and successful implementation of U.S. foreign policy. Release of
foreign government information provided in confidence, either voluntarily by the Department or by order of a court, would cause
foreign officials to believe that U.S. officials are not able or willing to observe the confidentiality expected in such interchanges.
Governments could reasonably be expected to be less willing in the future to furnish information important to the conduct of U.S.
foreign relations, and in general less disposed to cooperate with the United States in the achievement of foreign policy objectives of
common interest. Moreover, disclosure of this document could also have the potential to inject friction into, or cause serious damage
to, our bilateral relationships with countries whose cooperation is important to U.S. national security. The Department conducted a
thorough review of the document and determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be
reasonably segregated and released.
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C18750374 Draft Letter | 2 Undated DOS officials DIF (b)(5) DPP

DESCRIPTION: This document is a draft of a letter from the Managing Director of the Office of Overseas Citizens Services, responding
to inquiries about the return of personal effects of persons who were aboard the Gaza flotilla. The Department withheld the draft
letter in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process privilege. The withheld information
reflects draft text, together with proposed revisions and red-line edits. Release of this draft text, which is pre-decisional and
deliberative, with respect to a final decision regarding the contents of the letter, would reveal details of the Department official’s
preliminary thoughts and ideas regarding what information to include in the letter, and could reasonably be expected to chill the open
and frank expression of ideas, recommendations, and opinions that occur when Department officials are drafting a letter for signature
by a senior Department official. Disclosure of this information would also impede the ability of responsible Department officials to
formulate and carry out executive branch programs by inhibiting candid internal discussion and the expression of recommendations
and judgments regarding a preferred course of action. The Department conducted a thorough review of the document and
determined that there is no additional meaningful, non-exempt information that may be reasonably segregated and released.

C18750376 Draft Press | 2 2011 Office of the Spokesman DIF (b)(5) DPP
C18750377 Release 2

DESCRIPTION: These documents are two versions of a draft Press Release marking the one year anniversary of the Gaza flotilla. The
Department withheld the draft press releases in full under FOIA Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), pursuant to the deliberative process
privilege. The withheld information is draft text prepared for release by the Office of the Spokesman. Document C18750377 also
contains proposed revisions, red-line edits, and reviewer comments. Release of these draft texts, which are pre-decisional and
deliberative, with respect to a final decision regarding the contents and release date of the Press Release, would reveal details of the
Department officials’ preliminary thoughts and ideas regarding what information to include in the Press Release, and could reasonably
be expected to chill the open